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some miles of anti-submarine net under construction, at Bright-
lingsea, I commandeered all the available boats and commenced
to lay it across the entrance during the night. At daylight I
motored round the coast interviewing all the people who claimed
to have seen submarines. Five more were sighted by natives
while I was in the neighbourhood; one had been seen to chase, at
a speed of quite zo knots, one of the destroyers which had been
sent to hunt for the enemy 1 The supposed submarines were
flights of wild geese or other wild fowl skimnjing the surface.
A wild-goose chase indeed!

On the 23rd November, in very bad weather, Lieut.-Com-
mander Jameson, commanding Dz> was washed overboard and
drowned. He had carried out many daring and valuable recon-
naissances, and his untimely death was a great loss to the sub-
marine service. The circumstances were reported to me by his
second in command, Lieut. F. E. Oakley, a brilliant Rugby half-
back, who played for England in 1913-14. I sent Lieut.-
Commander C. Head to command Dz; he had greatly dis-
tinguished himself in a " C " class submarine in pre-War exercises;
he was an enterprising aviator in his leisure moments. Dz
sailed again the following day, but was never heard of again.
In addition to the three officers of great promise whom I have
mentioned, the third officer of Dz, Lieut.-Commander F. L.
Copplestone, deserves a place in submarine records. He had
served in submarines some years before, but was invalided out of
the Navy in 1906. On rejoining for die war, he begged to be
appointed to a submarine in any capacity, and served in a sub-
ordinate position in Dzy though several years older than his
shipmates.

Early in October the French Government expressed a wish to
send the submarine Gustave Zede into the North Sea, and the
French Naval Attache and an officer who was sent over to arrange
details, offered to place the vessel under my orders at Harwich.
When they learnt, however, what submarines had to face in the
way of anti-submarine tactics in the Heligoland Bight, they
declared that the crew was not sufficiently trained. I told them
that when she was considered ready she would be very welcome
at Harwich, and could be maintained by the Maidstone. Some
time later the French Naval Attache told me that his Government